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Claims 


This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 


Listing of Claims: ^^^^^^ 

29. (withdrawn) A subfloor for covering arfloor to form a surface to receive a detachable 
decorative floor covering, the subfloor comprising: 

a plurality of anchor sheets each having a first upper surface substantially covered by a 

means for detachable attachment; 
the plurality of anchor sheets being arranged to substantially cover the floor to form a 

subfloor having the uppeff surface; 
a plurality of passageways extending formed in whole or in part from one or more anchor 

sheets from the imp^airface of the subfloor to the floor; 
the passageways having a rortionjeountersunk from the upper surface of the subfloor, 

forming a first bearirik surface below the plane of the subfloor; 
a plurality of attachment deuces each having a second upper surface substantially 

covered by a means for detachable attachment; 
the plurality of attachment devices being shaped to fit into the passageways, the 

attachment devicps having a wider upper portion to create a second bearing 

surface; / 

the plurality of attachrr/ent devices being inserted into the passageways such that the 

second bearingf surface faces the first bearing surface; and 
at least some of the attachment devices being attached to the floor. 

30. (withdrawn) The subfloor of claim 29, wherein: 

the anchor sheets have at least two adjacent edges which have a lower portion cut away to 

create an overhanging area of anchor sheet and at least two adjacent lower edges 

substantially under the overhang; 
the anchor sheets have at least two adjacent edges which have an upper portion cut away 

to create in underlay area of anchor sheet leaving at least two adjacent underlay 

edges at the outer edge of the underlay; and 
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the plurality of anchor sheets are arranged/n overlapping fashion to substantially cover 
the floor to form a subfloor. 


31. (withdrawn) The subfloor of claim 30 wherein the means for detachable attachment is 
hooks for use in a hook and loop attachment /ystem. 

32. (withdrawn) The subfloor of clairji 3 1 wherein: 

the anchor sheets have a first lowejf surface opposite the first upper surface covered by a 

first resilient layer; and 
the attachment devices have a second lower surface opposite the second upper surface 

covered by a second resident layer. 


33. (withdrawn) The subflos 
resilient layer is a structure with i 


:>perti< 


J2 wherein the first resilient layer and the second 
; of a resilient cushion. 


34. (withdrawn) The subfloor 6f claim 31, wherein the anchor sheets are polygonal and 
have comers and arc arranged on thje floor so at least some of the corners meet and at least one 
passageway is located at the intersection of the apexes of at least some of the corners which 
meet. 

35. (withdrawn) The subfloor of claim 34 wherein a passageway is located at substantially 
all of the intersections of the apexes of the corners which meet. 

36. (withdrawn) The subfjoor of claim 3 1 , wherein some of the attachment devices are 
attached to the anchor sheets. 

37. (withdrawn) The subfloor of claim 3 1 , wherein the anchor sheets are rectangular. 

38. (withdrawn) The subfloor of claim 3 1 s wherein the plurality of attachment devices 
inserted in the passageway/ are smaller than the passageways so that the surrounding anchor 
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sheets can move in relation to the attachment devices and in which the anchor sheets are installed 
so that there is a gap between adjacent anchor sheds to allow for expansion and contraction 

'herein at least one passageway is located at the 
rer edges and the underlay edges. 

40. (withdrawn) A subfloor for covering I floor to form a surface to receive a detachable 
decorative floor covering having a loop undersfarface comprising: 

a plurality of square anchor sheets each having a first upper surface substantially covered 

by hooks for attachment to loops of an overlapping decorative covering and each 

having a first lower surface having a resilient cushion layer; 
each anchor sheet having two adjacent edges which have a lower portion cut away to 

create an overhanging area off anchor sheet and two adjacent lower edges 

substantially under the ovejigng and having two adjacent edges having an upper 

portion cut away to createvan underlay area of anchor sheet leaving at least two 

additional underlay edges artjie outer edge of the underlay; 
the plurality of anchor sheets being arranged in a chess board pattern in which the 

overhanging area of anch6i^$heet overlaps part of the underlay area of two 

adjacent anchor sheets to/ substantially cover the floor; 
a plurality of circular passageways extending from the upper surface of the subfloor to 

the floor located approximately at the apexes of the angles formed by any two of 

the lower edges; / 
the passageways having a firstportion countersunk from the upper surface of the subfloor 

and forming a first bearing surface below the plane of the subfloor; 
a plurality of circular attachment devices each having a second upper surface 

substantially covered by hooks and each having a second lower surface having a 

resilient cushion layer; and 
the plurality of attachment devices being inserted into the passageways such that the 

second bearing surface faces the first bearing surface and shaped so that the first 

upper surface and the second upper surface are substantially flush, and at least 

some of the devices being attached to the floor. 
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41. (withdrawn) A method of installing an anchbr sheet subfloor over a floor, the subfloor 
to receive a detachable decorative covering, said anchor sheets having a cut-away section of 
reduced thickness of a first area of a first shape at toe corners of the anchor sheets and a 
complete cut of a smaller second area of a seconcy shape within the first area, comprising the 
steps of: 

laying the anchor sheets over a floor; 

aligning the anchor sheets so that the cforners of the anchor sheets match; 
inserting the attachment devices in the completely cut area at the apexes formed by the 

corners of the anchor sheetsy and 
attaching at least some of the attachment devices to either the floor or to the anchoT sheets 

they overlap. 

42. (withdrawn) The method o^lj£im 41 wherein the step of attaching at least some of the 
attachment devices to either the floor okto the anchor sheets they overlap consists of attaching 
some of the attachment devices to the ifloor apd the remaining attachment devices to the anchor 
sheets they overlap. 

43. (withdrawn) The method off claim 41 wherein the step of attaching at least some of the 
attachment devices to either the floar or to the anchor sheets they overlap consists of attaching all 
of the attachment devices to the anihor sheets they overlap. 

44. (withdrawn) The methoa of claim 41 wherein the step of attaching at least some of the 
attachment devices to either the fl'oor or to the anchor sheets they overlap consists of attaching all 
of the attachment devices to the floor. 

45. (withdrawn) The methfod of claim 41 further comprising a step of detachably attaching 
a decorative covering to the anchor sheets and attachment devices. 

46. (withdrawn) The method of claim 41 wherein the attachment devices are smaller than 
the first and second areas and in which the step of laying the anchor sheets over a floor 
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comprises lay* 


or sheets over a floor so that there is a gap between adjacent anchor 


47. (original) An anchor sheet shaped to have a substantially flat square lower layer pan having 
an underside covered in a resilient cushion and a substantially flat square upper layer part of the 
same size as the lower layer part having an upper side substantially covered in hooks in which 
the upper layer part is offset from the lower layer part an equal amount along two adjacent edges 
to expose two adjacent portions of the lower layer part and in which countersunk holes are 
formed through the anchor sheet centred on the corners formed by the lower layer part. 


48, (withdrawn) A subfloor for covering a floor tc/form a surface to receive a detachable 
decorative floor covering, the subfloor comprising: 

a plurality of anchor sheets each having a firs^ upper surface substantially covered by a 

means for detachable attachment; 
the plurality of anchor sheets being arrang^& to substantially cover the floor to form a 

subfloor; 

the anchor sheets having a recess of a firsft shape reducing the thickness of the anchor 

sheet in a first area and a complete cut through the anchor sheet of a second shape 

of a smaller second area witijmthe^fkst area; 
a plurality of attachment devices eachShaving a/ second upper surface substantially 

covered by a means for detaahaote attachment; 
the plurality of attachment devices having a first portion shaped to fit in the recess and a 

second portion shaped to nt in the complete cut; 
the plurality of attachment devices being inserted in the plurality of recesses and 

complete cuts; and 
at least some of the attachmentfdevices being attached to the floor. 

49. (withdrawn) The subfloor If claim 48, wherein: 

the anchor sheets have at least two adjacent edges which have a lower portion cut away to 
create an overhanging area of anchor sheet and at least two adjacent lower edges 
substantially unde/ the overhang; 
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the anchor sheets have at least two adfjacent edges which have an upper portion cut away 
to create an underlay area of anchor sheet leaving at least two adjacent underlay 
edges at the outer edge of thfe underlay; and 

the plurality of anchor sheets are arranged in overlapping fashion to substantially cover 
the floor to form a subfloc 

50. (withdrawn) The subfloor of daim 49 wherein the means for detachable attachment is 
hooks for use in a hook and loop attachment system. 

5 1 . (withdrawn) The subfloor df claim 50 wherein : 

the anchor sheets have a first lower surface opposite the first upper surface covered by a 

first resilient Jayer; and 
the attachment devices have a second lower surface opposite the second upper surface 

covered by a secora resilient layer. 

52. (withdrawn) The subflobr of claim 50, wherein the anchor sheets are rectangular. 

53. (withdrawn) The subflogrof claim 50, wherein the plurality of attachment devices 
inserted in the plurality of recesses and complete cuts are smaller than the first and second areas 
so that the surrounding anchor sheets can move in relation to the attachment devices and in 
which the anchor sheets are installed so that there is a gap between adjacent anchor sheets. 

54. (withdrawn) The suljfloor of claim 50, wherein the first shape is the same shape as the 
second shape. 


55. (withdrawn) The si 
corners of the anchor sheet. 


>floor of claim 50, wherein the recess and complete cut are at the 


56. (withdrawn) The subfloor of claim 49, wherein the complete cut is at the apexes of the 
angles formed by any two off the lower edges and the underlay edges. 
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57. (withdrawn) A kit for installing a subfloo/ for attaching a decorative covering, the kit 
comprising: 

at least one anchor sheet having a first uf^er surface substantially covered by a means for 

detachable attachment; 
the at least one anchor sheet having a recess of a first shape reducing the thickness of the 

anchor sheet in a first area ana a complete cut through the anchor sheet of a 

smaller second area within tne first area of a second shape; 
at least one attachment device having a second upper surface substantially covered by a 

means for detachable attachment; and 
the at least one attachment device having a first portion shaped to fit in the recess and a 

second portion shaped^afiTiH^flie complete cut. 

58. (withdrawn) The kit of claim^SL^hcr comprising: 

the at least one anchor sheet Waving at least two adjacent edges which have a lower 

portion cut away to create an overhanging area of anchor sheet and at least two 

adjacent lower edges substantially under the overhang; and 
the at least one anchor sheet having at least two adjacent edges which have an upper 

portion cut away to create an underlay area of anchor sheet leaving at least two 

adjacent underlajy edges at the outer edge of the underlay, 

59. (withdrawn) The kit of claim 57, further comprising: 

the means for attaclir^ent being hooks for use in a hook and loop attachment system. 

— — • 

(currently amended) ' An anchor sheet for use in a subfloor for detachable attachment to 
a decorative covering, the anchor sheet comprising: 

an upper surface having a means for detachable attachment to the decorative covering; 
a lower surface opposite the upper surface, the lower surface being covered with a 
resilient layer; 

a recess of a first shape reducing the thickness of the anchor sheet in a first area; <md 
a complete cut through the anchor sheet of a smaller second area within the first area of a 
second shape;[[.]] 
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wherein the anchor sheet has at least two adjacent edges which have a lower portion cut 

away to create an overhanging area of anchor sheet and at least two adjacent 

lower edges substantially under the overhang; and 
the anchor sheet lias at least two adjacent edges which have an upper portion cut away to 

create an underlay area of anchor sheet leaving at least two adjacent underlay 

edges at the outer edge of the underlay . 

^6Ljcancelled) 

J&. (original) The anchor sheet of claim.-60Twherein the means for attachment are hooks for use 
in a hook and loop attachment system. 


original) The anchor sheet of clain>6£ wherein the resilient layer is a structure that has the 
properties of a resilient cushion. 

P Z 

-64. (original) The anchor sheet of claim^ftZ, wherein the anchor sheet is rectangular. 

65. (withdrawn) An attachment device for use in a sdbfloor with a corresponding anchor 
sheet for detachable attachment to a decorative covering, the anchor sheet having a recess of a 
first shape reducing the thickness of the anchor sheet/in a first area, the anchor sheet having a 
complete cut of a smaller second area of a second ^nape within the first area, the attachment 
device comprising: 

a first upper surface bearing a m&ns fizfr detachable attachment; 
a first portion attached to the first unfter surface and shaped to fit in the recess; 
a second portion attached to the first portion and shaped to fit in the complete cut; 
the second portion having a lowefr surface covered with a flexible rigid layer; and 
the second portion having at least one resilient layer. 

66. (withdrawn) The attachrrient device of claim 65, wherein the means for detachable 
attachment are hooks for use in /hook and loop attachment system. 
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67. (withdrawn) The attachment piece of claim 66, wherein the attachment device has a 
flexible rigid upper surface. / 

68. (withdrawn) The attachment device of claim 66, wherein the first portion is smaller 
than the recess and the second portion is smaller /than the complete cut. 

69. (withdrawn) A method of installing ah anchor sheet and attachment piece subfloor over 
a floor, the subfloor to receive a detachable decorative covering, said anchor sheets having an 
upper surface having a means for detachable/attachment to the decorative covering and a cut- 
away section of reduced thickness of a first /area of a first shape and a complete cut through the 
anchor sheet of a smaller second area of a second shape within the first area, said attachment 
devices having an upper surface havin^armeaS&sfor detachable attachment to the decorative 
covering, comprising the steps of: \ / \ 

laying the anchor sheets over a jfflbor, I 

inserting the attachment device&iV the complete cut areas; and 

attaching at least some of the attachiftept devices to either the floor or to the surrounding 
anchor sheets. / 

70. (withdrawn) The method of claim 69, wherein the anchor sheets are designed to 
overlap and the step of laying the anchor sheets over a floor consists of laying the anchor sheets 
in overlapping fashion over a floor/ 

71. (withdrawn) The method of claim 70, wherein the step of attaching at least some of the 
attachment devices to either the floor or to the anchor sheets they overlap consists of attaching 
some of the attachment devices ko the floor and the remaining attachment devices to the anchor 
sheets they overlap, / 

72. (withdrawn) The method of claim 70 wherein the step of attaching at least some of the 
attachment devices to eitherihe floor or to the anchor sheets they overlap consists of attaching all 
of the attachment devices to the anchor sheets they overlap. 
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73. (withdrawn) The method of claim 70 whereik the step of attaching at least some of the 
attachment devices to either the floor or to the anch/r sheets they overlap consists of attaching all 
of the attachment devices to the floor. 

74. (withdrawn) A method of installing^ anchor sheet subfloor with an upper surface and 
a lower surface over a floor to receive a detachable decorative covering, said subfloor having 
passageways extending from the upper surface of the subfloor to the lower surface of the 
subfloor, said upper surface having a tripsins of detachable attachment to the decorative covering, 
comprising the steps of: 

arranging the anchor sh^Qts of ex a flbor; 
inserting attachment device&in the Passageways; and 

attaching at least some of jfbe atf€fchment devices to either the floor or to the surrounding 
anchor sheets. 

75. (withdrawn) The m/thod of claim 74, wherein the anchor sheets are designed to 
overlap and the step of arranging the anchor sheets over a floor consists of arranging the anchor 
sheets in overlapping fasfyion over a floor. 

ptf. (original) A square anchor sheet for use in a subfloor for detachable attachment to a 
decorative covering, the decorative covering having a lower surface substantially covered by 
loops, the square anchor sheet comprising: 

an upper surface substantially covered by hooks, the hooks for attachment to the loops of 

an overlaid decorative covering; 
a lower surface opposite the upper surface, the lower surface being covered with a 
resilient layer; 

two adjacent edges which have a lower portion cut away to create an overhanging area of 
anchor sheet and two adjacent lower edges substantially under the overhang; 

two adjacent edges which have an upper portion cut away to create an underlay area of 
anchor sheet leaving at least two adjacent underlay edges at the outer edge of the 
underlay; 

four circular recesses reducing the thickness of the anchor sheet; 
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one of the circular recesses centred on the apexes of the angles formed by the two lower 
edges; 

one of the circular recesses centred on the apexes of the angles formed by the two 
underlay edges; 

two of the circular recesses centred on the apexes of the angles formed by an underlay 

edge and a lower edge; 
four circular complete cuts through the anchor sheet of a smaller diameter than the four 

circular recesses; and 
the four circular complete cuts located at the centre of the four circular recesses. 

^^77. (new) An anchor sheet for use in a subfloor.for detachable attachment to a decorative 
covering, the anchor sheet comprising: 

an upper surface having a means for detachable attachment to the decorative covering; 
a lower surface opposite the upper surface; 

a recess of a first shape reducing the thickness of the anchor sheet in a first area; 
a complete cut through the anchor sheet of a smaller second area within the first area of a 
second shape; 

wherein the anchor sheet has at least two adjacent edges which have a lower portion cut 

away to create an overhanging area of anchor sheet and at least two adjacent 

lower edges substantially under the overhang; and 
the anchor sheet has at least two adjacent edges which have an upper portion cut away to 

create an underlay area of anchor sheet leaving at least two adjacent underlay 

edges at the outer edge of the underlay. 
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